How to Register for Insurance Plans
Once you have your LCSW, you can apply to become a credentialed provider for insurance companies. The first step is to obtain a National Provider Identifier (NPI) number which will be a requirement to complete provider enrollment applications for all the insurance companies. The process only takes about 20 minutes. Once you receive your NPI, you should enroll with Medicaid and Medicare. These applications take some time to complete. Once you submit the application, the process can take up to several months to be completed. Once you are enrolled with Medicaid (PROMISe), you will need to be individually credentialed with the Managed Care organizations for your service area. Processes vary with the individual organizations, and you will need to contact them for instructions. Private insurance companies also have specific credentialing processes and will need to be contacted individually. 
Credentialing with insurance companies is a slow process and some insurance companies close acceptance of new providers at times. Be Patient. Be Persistent.

National Provider Identifier (NPI) number
go to: https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/
The Administrative Simplification provisions of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) mandated the adoption of standard unique identifiers for health care providers and health plans. The purpose of these provisions is to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the electronic transmission of health information. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has developed the National Plan and Provider Enumeration System (NPPES) to assign these unique identifiers.
 
Medicaid

go to: http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap/promise/enroll/omappromiseenroll.asp

In order for providers to participate with the Department of Public Welfare, they must enroll in PROMISe

 
Once you are enrolled as a provider with PROMISe, you will need to contact and enroll in the individual managed care organization/s for your service area.

 

Medicare
Go to: http://www.highmarkmedicareservices.com/partb/enrollment/index.html
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid (CMS) require the completion of form CMS-855 for the Medicare Enrollment Application.

You can access and print form CMS-855 from CMS' website at: http://www.cms.hhs.gov/CMSForms/CMSForms/list.asp.

Additionally, the forms can be found on the Highmark Medicare Services website at: http://www.highmarkmedicareservices.com/partb/enrollment/forms.html
 

Council for Affordable Quality Healthcare (CAQH)

go to: http://www.CAQH.org/
The Universal Credentialing DataSource was developed by America’s leading health plans collaborating through the Council for Affordable Quality Healthcare, or CAQH. The Universal Credentialing DataSource is the leading industry-wide service to address one of providers’ most redundant administrative tasks: the credentialing application process. 

The CAQH Universal Provider Datasource (UPD) service is the industry standard for collecting provider data used in credentialing, claims processing, quality assurance, emergency response, member services, such as directories and referrals, and more. By streamlining data collection electronically, UPD is reducing duplicative paperwork and millions of dollars of annual administrative costs for more than 615,000 physicians and other health professionals, as well as over 400 participating health plans, hospitals and healthcare organizations.

Under the CAQH program, practitioners use a standard application and a common database to submit one application, to one source, and update it on a quarterly basis to meet the needs of all of the health plans and hospitals participating in the CAQH effort. Health Plans and hospitals designed by the practitioners will obtain the application information directly from the database, eliminating the need to have multiple organizations contacting the practitioner for the same standard information. Practitioners update their information on a quarterly basis to ensure data is maintained in a constant state of readiness. CAQH will gather and store detailed data from more than 600,000 practitioners nationwide. 

